WHEN a venerable, thoroughly common-sense, and thoroughly, and in the real and best sense of the word, Conservative periodical like Blackwood's Magazine opens its pages to an article on Criminology, it may be held as warranted that the consideration of the subject of Criminology has come quite within the limits of practical politics. When further there is found in its article on that subject, what is practically a corroboration of the assertion that, of the inmates of our prisons, the one half should never have been there, and the other half should never be anywhere else, it may also, I think, be war- ranted, that we are entitled to conclude that, in our methods of dealing with crime and with criminals, there is very much room for improvement.
Believing as I do most implicitly in Descartes' famous dictum, " S'il est possible de perfectionner l'espece humaine, c'est dans la medecine qu'il faut en chercher les moyens," I feel that in asking the attention of this Society to the subject of the Treatment of Crime, I am not asking it to consider a subject which is in any way beyond its proper scope of interest and usefulness.
As you are all aware, the scientific study of the criminal is one of comparatively recent development. Already, however, THE TREATMENT OF CRIME ?
is it the case that the student, wishing to work up this subject, will find an immense amount of literature, and will find that literature rapidly increasing. It A better knowledge of the world and of the world's ways will enable women better to shape their course through it, and the lessened degree of dependence on men which will accrue cannot fail to raise the ethical and intellectual standard of male humanity.
In conclusion let me say that I have not attempted to bring before you any specially new facts about crime or criminals.
I have not done this, because I wished to draw attention to the big general questions of our subject, and I well know that the risk of the too close investigation of the foliage of a tree is obscuration of its stem and branches. But I think that we have sufficient information to be enabled to deduce some conclusions which will be of practical use.
